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Even more useful than the informal discussion with
adults are the stories read and told to children. Here, of
course, nursery classes can make this provision for all
children. A considerable amount of speech and questioning
can arise naturally from story situations.
Although by far the greater amount of the preparation
for reading in this first period (3 to 5 years) is general in
nature and entirely incidental, yet there are occasions upon
which children can be helped to discriminate their own
name from others. There are times, too, when they request
one to write the name of a favourite friend or animal, or to
provide a name or a title for their constructive efforts,
These and other such sporadic examples should be fostered,
for in them lie the very beginnings of successful word
recognition.
PREPARATORY STAGE (SECOND PERIOD, AGE 5-6 YEARS)
Perhaps one of the most natural and most effective ways
of introducing pupils to the reading situation in this second
preparatory stage is through their growing interest in
drawing and painting.1 At 5+ the child is beginning to
use his brush, crayon or pencil with sufficient co-ordination
to show what he knows about everyday situations and
activities. Usually he wishes to talk about his drawings,
and this natural connection between speech and action
may be used to start a real interest in writing and
reading.
For pupils at this age a simple drawing book can be
made by sewing into a semi-stiff paper cover a number of
1 Some of the ideas in this section I owe to the co-operation with
Miss F. I. Serjeant, Lecturer in Infant Method, Goldsmiths' College,
University of London. Miss Serjeant's insistence upon the psycho-
logical need for an adequate period of preparation in the pre-reading
period, based on use of the pupil's everyday interests, has made a useful
contribution to the teaching of reading in English schools,